
0Board of Road Commissioners Meeting 
Board Room 
September 11, 2019 
 
     The Regular Meeting of the Oceana County Board of Road Commissioners was called to order by 
Chairman Myers in the Board Room at 10:00 AM on Wednesday, September 11, 2019. 
 
     The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.   
 
     Chairman Myers asked for a Moment Of Silence in remembrance of all the lives lost on September 
11, 2001 (aka Patriot’s Day) and those still suffering from the effects of that day. 
 
 
     Members present:  Myers, Gowell, Forbes, Carr, Blohm.            Absent:  None. 
     Staff present:  Timmer, Griffin, Holmes, Merten. 
     Visitors:  John Hendrixon, Shelby Township Supervisor; Road Commission attorney Ed McNeely; 

Sheriff Craig Mast; Andrew Sebolt, County Commissioner Liaison;  Dean Gustafson, County 
Commissioner; Susie Rodriquez, Senator Bumstead’s Aide; Allison Scarbrough, Oceana 
County Press; Sharon Hallack, Herald-Journal Contributing Writer; Mike Beyer, Benona 
Township resident; Mark Brookens and Thomas Wartz, Golden Township residents; Lori 
Green, Weare Township resident; Mark Trierweiler, Amy LaBarge, Ron Beeber, Chris Brown, 
Anna Mae Bush, Penny Bacer, Tom Davis, Paul Anderson, R. Skipp, A. Barnes, Frode 
Maaseidroog, Judith DiMichele, Carolyn Augento, Amber Jaeb, Paula Ella, Gay Lynne 
Liebertz, Macy Feltz, Tom Walter, Peter & Tricia Zangara, Gary & Reba Peterson, Larry 
Zahner, Gary & Jean Nicholson, Amy Fleming, Robert Beckman, Linda Hundt-Trierweiler; Ed 
and Laura Czarniak, Rose Mary Blanchet, Gary Hilbert, Jerry Strong, Michael Wallace, Norm 
Johnson, Lynn Bergren, Jeanne Bentley, Laura Kassanos, Thomas Krystiniak, Cynthia & 
Joseph Ripley, Stephanie & Jim Emms, Daniel Woodhead, Robert Boyd, Doug Nelson, Pat 
Hooyman, Harry & Mary Beth Wells; Tom Work and Lin Culver; Jim Carney, Ben Gabbard, 
Donald Enyart; Sean & Cheryl Howard; Mary Beth Waller; James Saylor; Alyssa Mellish; 
Ralph Saylor, Bob Reimbold, Dave Shellhouse, Sue Johnson, Mike Brye, Pentwater Township 
residents.    TOTAL:  76 visitors. 

 
     Mark Timmer read aloud the joint press release regarding Longbridge Road that was given to Pentwater 
Township to put on their website.  The press release explained the results of the soil borings done by Soils & 
Structures that showed the varying depths of peat, which made the original plan of reconstructing the road 
using an auger cast method not viable.  Since these results, Mark has spoken with the engineers and came up 
with a solution of removing/pulverizing the existing pavement, placing geotech fabric, placing sand and 
wrapping it with fabric for stability, then placing gravel, and finally paving.  The engineer’s estimate for this 
work is ~$400,000.00.  The engineers will be doing topographical and profile surveying, as well as project 
design and obtaining permits so the project could be done in the Spring, providing the necessary funding can 
be obtained (Pentwater Township and other sources).  Senator Bumstead informed Mark that there was no 
special project funding available in the upcoming year’s budget. 
 
 
 
 



   
CITIZEN’S  PARTICIPATION 
      
     A large group of citizen’s again appeared before the Board to express their irritation with the fact that no 
action has been taken to open up Longbridge Road to traffic.  Several expressed concerns about emergency 
issues that may arise and the length of time it could take for assistance to arrive.  Others didn’t like the 
condition of the detour route.  A copy of the Pentwater Fire Department monthly meeting minutes were 
given to the Board that stated “Medical First Responders responses were being adversely affected by the 
Longbridge Road closure.”  Other suggestions from the audience to fund the road repairs included borrowing 
money, FEMA grant options, and using the “unassigned” funds mentioned in the 2018 Act 51 Financial 
Statements. 
     Mark Timmer responded to some of the questions asked by the audience.  He again stated that “we will 
open Longbridge Road to traffic as soon as the road surface dries out.”  He added that Pentwater Township 
Supervisor, David Spitler, cannot commit any type of funding on behalf of the Township Board as any 
estimates for extensive road work would need Board approval.  Mark did reiterate that Travis Chapman, 
Senator Bumstead’s aide, had told him this past Monday that there was no special funding available for 
projects. Mark added that FEMA funding would not come to fruition and the road be fully repaired for two 
(2) years down the road, should a grant application be accepted.  The costly funding for these road repairs 
will need to come from outside sources as well as the Road Commission.  Mark then asked Road 
Commission attorney Ed McNeely to address any questions the audience might have of him. 
     Ed began explaining new legislation regarding “when the Road Commission is liable for the condition of 
a road” and gave a brief history of how recent laws have changed.  In summary, Ed stated that the Road 
Commission is responsible for the surface of a road; we have no liability if an incident does not occur on the 
“traveled portion of a road.”  Ed also cited MCL 247.663(10) which explains that a city or village can 
contribute funds if they are near or close to a project. 
 
     Motion by Forbes and supported by Gowell to approve the following Agenda items for discussion. 

1. Golden Township Road Abandonment – alleys/road in Mears. 

     Roll call vote:  Forbes – yes; Gowell – yes; Blohm – yes; Carr – yes; Myers – yes.  
     Motion carried. 
 
 
     Motion by Forbes and supported by Gowell to approve the Minutes of the August 28, 2019 Regular Board 
Meeting as presented. 
 
     Roll call vote:  Forbes – yes; Gowell – yes; Blohm – yes; Carr – yes; Myers – yes. 
     Motion carried. 
 
     The Revenues & Expenditures Report and Cash Flow Statement were given to the Board members to 
review. 
 
     Motion by Carr and supported by Blohm to approve the following Vouchers as presented. 
 
   Voucher No. 72102  (Accounts Payable) $567,364.75 
   Voucher No  72103  (Payroll)   $  95,359.22 
                    $662,723.97 



     Roll call vote:  Carr – yes; Blohm – yes; Forbes – yes; Gowell – yes; Myers – yes. 
     Motion carried. 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 1 – GOLDEN TOWNSHIP – ROAD ABANDONMENT – ALLEY/ROAD 
      IN MEARS    (TOM WORTH, etal) 
 
 
     Motion by Forbes and supported by Blohm to hold a Public Hearing at the Road Commission office in 
Hart regarding abandonment of five (5) alleys and a portion of West Street in the Village of Mears in Golden 
Township.  The Public Hearing will begin at 10:15 AM on Wednesday, September 25, 2019. 
 
     Roll call vote:  Forbes – yes; Blohm – yes; Gowell – yes; Carr – yes; Myers – yes. 
     Motion carried. 
       
STAFF  REPORTS 
 
     Mark shared recent road projects with the Board. 
 
 Weare Township – Our crews assembled and placed the new Washington Road culvert 
 Hart Township – Meadowbrook Subdivision was paved and shoulder restoration was finished 
 Hart Township – Karen Court Subdivision was paved 
 Shelby Township – Oceana Drive from the Village of New Era to M-20 was paved (MDOT) 
 OCRC – New salt shed excavation began today 
 Shelby Road Bridge replacement – all the beams have been placed (100’ free-span structure) 
 
The work crews are blading, mowing, hot box patching, finishing the second brining, durapatching, and 
repairing washouts due to recent heavy rains.  The chip seal work is finished for this year, but fog sealing is 
still being held up due to rain and cooler temperatures.  The 88th Avenue Project in Shelby Township (M-20 
to Grant Road) and the Polk Road Project in Elbridge Township (136th Avenue to 144th Avenue) are the 
remaining large Township projects to be completed.  The State crew has been mowing MDOT roads and 
repairing the big salt shed at the Hart Garage (MDOT TWA funding).  The Traffic Services crew is working 
on the county-wide culvert inventory, repairing-replacing-upgrading road signs, and doing yearly PASER 
ratings.   
 
     Chairman Myers asked if there was any further business to come before the Board.  There being none, the 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:02 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
____________________________________  __________________________________ 
SANDRA  K.  GRIFFIN     WILLIAM  MYERS 
Clerk        Chairman 
 
      SEPTEMBER 25, 2019     
                               DATE            


